Dear parents of RSM & Sunapee campers:

Our 10th season is now over and I would like to share some observations with you.  First and foremost I would like to thank each and every one of you for trusting us to take care of your children. As a mother of two I am aware of the difficulty of sending a little one to a summer camp for the first time.  The fact that almost every child who came to this camp once continued to come for years, and that all of our counselors are former campers themselves, is the best testimony to everything we are doing here. 


This year, we had the largest group of newcomers in camp history. The almost 40 campers who have been coming to this camp for 7,8, or 9 years, for both sessions, have graduated and vacated 80 camp beds. As a result, this years, 72 out of our 220 camp families were new. As we do not advertise, none of the new campers came due to any advertisement.  All of them came because of a referral from a friend. This makes us unique as a camp.  We are very thankful to our loyal parents and campers and very proud of every member of the staff who has made this possible.  

We are all proud of the camp that we have created, but we must be conscious of the fact that camp is a very complicated puzzle which works only if all of the pieces perfectly complement each other.  You as parents are a significant part of that puzzle and it's very important for you to understand our camp philosophy and decide if it suits your family.  This year I realized that many of the parents never went to a camp themselves and thus may not be familiar with certain aspects of communal living.  Therefore, while we endlessly appreciate you spreading word of our camp, when you do so, please make sure to mention not only the amazing time that many kids have here, but also something of what “camp life” means.


Our camp is all about simple living and simple but true fun. The cabins are not insulated, nor are they especially spacious, and all except the youngest cabins have no toilets or showers in them.  

Nevertheless, our counselors work tirelessly with the campers to ensure that the cabins and bathing facilities remain friendly and clean environments.  Our food, while not gourmet, is real home cooking – which differs starkly from the “out of can” approach of most other New England camps.  Moreover, campers are always welcome to go back for more.  


We are not and will never be an upscale sophisticated environment in the material sense. Our cabins will remain the way they are and when we will replace them we will do so with exactly the same kind of structures.  The number of beds in every cabin is proportional to the area of the floor and regulated by the standards set by American Camp Association.  We exceed the requirements for almost every cabin and none of our cabins are below the requirements. Still, we have no plan to increase this allotment.  We are also not planning on having bathrooms in any other cabins except Kibbutz and Hutorok, which are only for the youngest campers.   Though there are aspects of this camp that we wish to preserve, there are others that we will work to improve.  For instance, there are currently plans to refurbish the basketball court and create a new soccer field.


In order to help us maintain a functional camp there are a few other important aspects of camp life that I would like to reiterate for all of you.  Campers will continue to choose their beds by lottery. No preferences will be given without medical conditions.  I ask you to use your judgment when packing your child for camp.   Each camper has only three shelves for his/her clothes, please plan accordingly and pack reasonably.  Also, please understand that living at camp means living outdoors.  This means that campers should all have enough clothes for a cold or rainy days, and hats and water bottles for hot and sunny days.   It would also be worthwhile to take the time to emphasize the importance of staying hydrated and wearing hats when it is hot and sunny, and wearing rain gear when it is raining, to your children.  While the counselors are aware of this and work to remind all campers, it helps if the campers arrive to camp with this knowledge.  Finally I ask you to discourage the ridiculous number of outfits that girls are bringing to camp.  Many girls bring more clothing than they really need and/or could ever actually wear.  Beyond the number of clothes, girls often wind up overdressed for many camp occasions.  


It would be ideal if every family would have a family discussion before sending a child to our camp. Please explain to your child why you have decided send him/her to our camp.  Please go over our policies with your child and especially make note of our “no food” and “no cell phone” policies.  Most importantly do not help them to violate these policies.  If you choose to send your child here, you must understand that these are fundamental elements of our camp.  If you would like to contact me to discuss any of this please do so. 

We are very proud that you chose us for the summer of 2007, and we hope your child had a wonderful summer with us. We look forward to hosting your child here for many years to come!
Sincerely,

Inessa Rifkin

RSM & Sunapee 

Camp Director. 

